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Timeout for Art: What’s Next?
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For most of August and the entire month of September, my focus was on getting work ready for
an October show. I had to put all “work in progress” on hold to give my attention to matting,
framing, boxing and shipping. There was paperwork to be done for the gallery: some to aid in
their promotions; some regarding liability and compensation. Titles, sizes, and prices had to be
reviewed and recorded for each piece of art submitted.
I spent quite a bit of time thinking about my processes and techniques, as well as my motivation
and direction. Perhaps like many visually-oriented people, I have an easier time making things,
than I do talking about the “how” and “why.” Yet, once the work was delivered and hung, the
gallery was hosting a reception, during which I might be called upon to do exactly that. I had to
be ready for questions.

Finally, there was the travel, and all the unrelated-to-art activities that go along with it. Like
packing, getting a hair-cut, shopping, and catching up with family and friends. And all the artrelated activities: delivering the work, helping to hang the show, taking photographs, and
expounding on my methods and materials to all the kind people that showed interest. Home
again, it took me a while to recover. Travelling is hard work!
Now, finally, I’m beginning to think about the studio again. When I drew the line on working on
anything new, in order to get the finished pieces ready to display, I had a group of six panels
underway. I applied black gesso to a large, square stretched canvas several months ago, and have
been playing around with different ideas for that. I framed one black and white collagraph for the
show, but I have several other images from that plate that I plan to add color to.
One large painting was a new direction for me. I liked it, but then started second-guessing
myself. I went back and forth about whether to even submit it for the show. Sometimes I like to
sit on things for awhile, to make sure my initial assessment was correct. No time for that this
time. I nervously boxed it up and shipped it, thinking, “at least I’ll get some feedback on it.” It
created a little bit of a buzz at the opening, and it was the first piece I sold there. So, now I’m
thinking of several variations on that theme that I’d like to explore.
So, I guess I’ve got a few possibilities for what comes next!

